MINUTES
Rules Development Committee
Wednesday, July 19, 2006
Herndon, Virginia
Chairman Rothman convened a meeting of the Rules Development Committee on
Wednesday, July 19, 2006, at 9:00 a.m. at the Dulles Crowne Plaza in Herndon, Virginia. As no
quorum was present, the Committee took a recess.
At 9:35 a.m., the meeting was called to order and attendance was taken as noted below:
Members
Present:

Mark D. Blanke, State of New York
Ujjval K. Dave, State of Maryland
Rich Gray, State of North Dakota
Curtis L. McIver, Commonwealth of Virginia
Jim Rothman, PFS Corporation
Scott Zweifel, Resun Leasing

Others
Present:

Michael Baier, State of New Jersey
Debbie Becker, NCSBCS
Pete Blaser, NCSBCS
Bob Blatchford, Dynamic Homes
Jerry Brosius, Modular Code Consultants, Inc.
Dan DeDentro, State of Rhode Island
Warren J. Ducharme, State of Rhode Island
N. Kevin Egilmez, NCSBCS
Bob Gorleski, PFS Corporation
Stephen Hernick, State of Minnesota
Eric Leatherby, Commonwealth of Virginia
Bob Tanger, T. R. Arnold & Associates

Approval of Minutes
On a motion by Rich Gray, seconded by Curtis McIver, the Committee approved the
minutes of the July 20, 2005, meeting as submitted.
Correspondence
The secretariat noted that a list of correspondence received since the last meeting was
available. Chairman Rothman inquired as to whether the e-mail notification regarding the Rhode
Island codes update was sent to the manufacturers. Kevin Egilmez indicated that it was sent to
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designated agencies and to manufacturers who have subscribed to our notification service.
Rich Gray noted that his e-mail to the IBC regarding the stair requirement in Bismarck,
ND, was not included and inquired as to whether it had been forwarded to designated agencies.
Kevin Egilmez indicated the e-mail had been forwarded and that it was an oversight that it was
not included in the list of correspondence.
New Business
The Committee discussed proposed revisions to bulletin regarding application of buildings
systems documents (attachment A). Kevin Egilmez said that some manufacturers are routinely
manufacturing complicated buildings allegedly as permitted by their building systems. Based on
monthly production report data, some of these buildings are comprised of eight or more modules.
Furthermore, the process for selecting load carrying members is almost as complex as
performing engineering calculations. This makes it difficult for the designated agency inspectors
who are responsible for reviewing the “as-built” designs for compliance with the building
systems documents during in-plant audits. Bob Tanger indicated that requiring manufacturers to
identify each option as required by item 3 will create too many documents. The Committee
agreed that a more specific list of required documents needs to be developed. Similarly, the
Committee requested that item 4 regarding citing code sections be clarified further.
The last paragraph in Attachment A states that “Manufacturers that repeatedly exceed the
parameters of a building system may have their building systems suspended or revoked.”
Chairman Rothman suggested that it should be the Commission who suspends or revokes a
building system. Kevin Egilmez indicated that the inspection agency is responsible for
monitoring compliance and that the Commission would take appropriate action if made aware of
infractions.
Ujjval Dave informed the Committee that Jim Hanna had retired and Ed Landon had taken
his place as the new Director of Maryland Codes Administration. Ed Landon has forwarded a
letter to the IBC indicating he would assume Jim Hanna’s position on the RDC.
The Committee next reviewed Attachment B, data plate requirements from Part IV of the
MRR. Kevin Egilmez indicated that, to his knowledge, the IBC is the only program that requires
manufacturers to provide copies of data plates to their inspection agencies. He mentioned that
audits indicate that the accuracy of the information on data plates continues to be a problem and
that data plate problems were cited in 30 out of the 56 audits. He proposed that IBC maintain
copies rather than inspection agencies. In the future, if data plates were required to list
additional information such as building’s first location, the need to submit monthly production
reports could be eliminated. On a motion made by Rich Gray and seconded by Ujjval Dave, the
Committee recommended that designated agencies be required to provide the Commission with
copies of data plates. The Committee also agreed to provide designated agencies 90 days to work
with the manufacturers. The motion was approved unanimously.
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Part III, Section 2 of the UAP (see Attachment C) defines the date of manufacture of an
industrialized/modular building or building component as “such time as the certification label is
attached to it ....” Chairman Rothman indicated that PFS defines “date of manufacture” as the
day the unit comes off line and indicated the date in the UAP is a problem. Bob Blatchford said
the date of manufacture in Minnesota is when construction starts, i.e., first nail, the same as a
building permit. Bob Tanger indicated TRA’s date of manufacture is when the TRA label is
applied. The Committee felt that the current definition of “date of manufacture” could be a
problem with code updates and should be changed to “first nail” or “start of production.” The
date of manufacture should reflect the codes to which the unit is built. A motion made by
Rich Gray, seconded by Ujjval Dave, to recommend that the language in the UAP be amended
from “certification label is attached” to “production start date” was approved unanimously.
Bob Tanger reported to the Committee that TRA has been having a problem getting their
inspectors IBC certified even though many have current ICC certifications. He suggested that
IBC should accept holders of current ICC or Minnesota building official certifications.
Steve Hernick felt that each state’s program would need to be evaluated. Kevin Egilmez pointed
out that, under ICC, a candidate can reinstate an expired certificate anytime by submitting 1.5
CEUs, one of which is awarded for being employed. (See Attachment D.)
Rich Gray agreed with Bob Tanger that it was very difficult to get certified inspectors in
North Dakota. Jerry Brosius indicated that the IBC certification program was based on New
Jersey’s certification program and should be revisited. ICC certification should be eligible for
IBC certification as long as the inspector maintains his CEUs. Jerry Brosius volunteered to
develop language amending Part VI, Section 4 of the UAP. The proposed amendment will then
be forwarded to RDC members for comment before the next annual meeting.
The Committee next discussed chassis removal and reviewed an article in the January 2006
Journal written by Danny Ghorbani (Attachment E). Everyone was in agreement that the two
industries (manufactured/modular) were overlapping and there was a need for a clear way to
distinguish the two. Chairman Rothman indicated the RDC has no authority to take action but
left it up to the Commission.
Recommendations to the Commission
Chairman Rothman reviewed the following motions as RDC recommendations to the
Commission:
1.

Require designated agencies to provide copies of data plates to the Commission. The
new requirement should not take effect for 90 days to allow designated agencies to
coordinate with the manufacturers.

2.

Amend the language in the UAP from “certification label is attached” to “production
start date.”

Secretariat’s Assignments
1.

Clarify items 3 and 4 on Attachment A, Application of Building Systems Documents.
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Distribute Jerry Brosius’ proposed language for UAP Part VI, Section 4, to accept ICC
certification.

Date and Location of Next Meeting
The next RDC meeting was tentatively scheduled for July 18, 2007– the third Wednesday
in July.
The motion to adjourn, made by Rich Gray and seconded by Ujjval Dave, was approved
and the meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

N. Kevin Egilmez
Secretariat Staff
Attachments

